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This classic that has been inspiring and challenging readers to a spiritual adventure for over a

century now gets an updated look for a new generation.
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I bought this book "...UPDATED IN TODAY'S LANGUAGE." and was convicted and inspired by it.

But before I finished it, a friend, not knowing I had this book, gave me a copy which was in the

original language. (Thomas Nelson Publishers) I was amazed at the difference between the two

books. I believe the description "...UPDATED IN TODAY'S LANGUAGE" should be changed to

"...UPDATED INTO LANGUAGE MORE BENEVOLENT TO THE NARCISSUSTIC CULTURE

PRESENT IN MANY OF OUR TODAY'S CHURCHES. Here are some examples.Edited version

(p14) "The members of the First Church of Raymond believed in having only the best music, and its

choir this morning was a source of great inspiration."Original version(p 4). "The First Church of

Raymond believed in having the best music money can buy, and its quartet choir was a source of

great pleasure to the congregation. The anthem was inspiring."Both versions sort of say the same

thing but the underlying flavor of the nature of this congregation appears substantially different, I

think. In the first the choir was of great inspiration and in the last the choir was of great pleasure and

the anthem was inspiring. That is different.Also, Sheldons descriptive writing should not be

abbreviated. Another example:Edited version: "Rachel Winslow was beautiful as she stood behind

the choir screen of carved oak, and a general rustle of expectation swept over the audience as she



prepared to sing."Origial version: "Rachel Winslow looked very beautiful that morning as she stood

up behind the screen of carved oak which was significantly marked with the emblems of the cross

and the crown. Her voice was even more beautiful than her face, and that meant a great deal.

Rarely have I come across a book that I am so torn over as to how to rate it. Usually a book will be

obviously good or bad, making the ultimate conclusion in rating it a fairly easy process. While a

good book may have some detractors, overall the good outweighs the bad, with the reverse also

being true of bad books. However, I'm having a hard time making such a distinction in reviewing

Charles Sheldon's classic, In His Steps. There are many good things about the book, but there are

also many not-so-good things.The book centers primarily on a few members of the affluent First

Church of Raymond in the late 19th century who have been faced with the question of how Jesus

would act if He were in their place. (In His Steps can be credited with the origin of the popularized

question of "What would Jesus do?" or WWJD). A call is made for volunteers to ask the question,

"What would Jesus do?" before making any decisions for one whole year. Among those who

volunteer are the pastor, the local newspaper owner/editor, a gifted singer, a wealthy young woman,

a writer, and an employee of the local railroad. The book follows their efforts during the course of

the year as they attempt to live out their pledge of asking, "What would Jesus do?" This leads them

to make decisions that aren't the most popular or even understood by some family members and

the general public. It also leads them to undertake a greater involvement in their city, both in

evangelical outreaches and for the good of society in general.For a book that was written over 100

years ago, it cuts to the heart of our current culture in the majority of the Western world of

materialism and even more so among Christians.

To tell you the truth when I found out I had to read this for school, I thought it would (...)... But I read

it and here's what I think...(You can hear my opinion, but read this book yourself as well, trust me

and be open-minded!!!) So it goes, a pastor of a church Henry Maxwell is interupted in finishing

writing his sermon for Sunday morning tomorrow when the doorbell rings and he has to answer it

because his wife is out. Well when he opens the door there is what a appears to be a tramp(A dirty

shabby man), asking for work. But Henry is kind and tells him he knows of none. The man leaves

and Henry get's back to work. Henry was proud of his sermon, until the next morning at church,

after the sermon is over the man(supposed tramp)burst into the church and runs up to the front of

the church where the pastor is. He tells them he is no tramp nor drunk. But he is searching for work

and everyone has been rude to him and that they could not be real questions, and he really



questions them what it is to follow in Jesus steps. Then the man passes out So starts the amazing

revelation of the First Church of Raymond, Henry is so moved by the question, which questions his

own discipleship that he asked anyone who is willing to meet him in a room after the service if they

are willing to take a pledge to ask the question "What Would Jesus Do?" no matter what the

consequences of anything including: Social and financial loss... What good is money and social

status after you are dead anyways? around 50 ppl in the first week promise to take the pledge.

Which changes the course of life not only in Raymond, but in many other cities to come as well. It is

a little slow the first few pages, but quickly speeds up.
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